National Telecommunication and Information Administration
Lawrence Strickling, Administrator

Date:
February 26, 2010

Dear Mr. Strickling,
The XXXXXXXX Public Library acknowledges the fact that in order to bring necessary education, job creation, health information, delivery of government services, and a variety of social benefits to our citizens, it is critical that sufficient access to broadband services be widely available.

In addition, the library desires to help the community understand and make full use of these benefits by providing an adequate supply of computers, curriculum to ensure effective use, and a program which will help citizens to adopt broadband as an integral part of their daily lives.

Together with the State Library of Ohio and Connect Ohio, a non-profit public-private partnership established by the Governor of Ohio to promote the benefits and use of broadband, we have assessed the needs of XXXXX library to provide these services.

By providing a sufficient supply of modern computers, the State Library of Ohio’s Public Access through Libraries project will enable our facilities to offer many of the benefits of broadband to our patrons.  A recent survey conducted within our patron base concluded that fewer than 40% of the users at the libraries have broadband at home.  This meets the NTIA’s definition of underserved population, and it is clear that the access to broadband at the library meets a vital public need.

Further, we want to participate in the delivery of curriculum and training to these patrons, in order to ensure their eventual crossing of the digital divide.  Connect Ohio’s Adoption through Public Libraries project will enable this by providing training, technical support, public awareness, and a coherent strategy that can be executed statewide.  Connect Ohio’s application will provide more than 100 new training jobs and produce over 200,000 incremental connected households in Ohio over the next two years, if funded.

We are in full support of these programs and wish to participate as local outlets for learning, use, and adoption of broadband to close the digital divide.

I urge you to consider our community and its needs and to approve the applications made by the State Library of Ohio and by Connect Ohio for this important work.

Sincerely,

LIBRARY DIRECTOR

